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"Habanwis Chap! Ver) xii 1b 
YI enlibatVdd 6s 10 wendkad oil 


Tim, art uf Puberirayes has; ta behold en... qud 
; conſt Hos  {dek; 0 1HIqUHY. 5 ; Mberofore, Jookeſt thou 
Apo then that ara) : thracherenjly »: (401 bolgef 
1 tongatmilien»the wicked dsparreb,/thetranthas 
{#5 Rr; you FiloH 4 ec 10.4 <5l 4 131) 
T 13 f 

F; k which wil, Amp neceſſartl 
"he our. t hg,gng medica 1008. t 


fucure JÞ 7 Frars," ill our 
aA 


£ Jong wes.to SMP"Y fad; A. 
vanities of zh Wark £.'t _ to th C 


ſubſtantial and durge Jap b19ny 0 
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of Gadss,Goygls X along J us 49 diners ab 
diencs. ro that, of. ks. 
| A ſubjeR, which = Fl AIP ay at all ms 
{q.canngt be. walrako ble gt this : x thels. being, the 
$050k ends which, tha at, ence,, -rhg fem Athy 
lterjties which; our bt Mother 1 in tonformiry tg 
pure and PORTA Antiquity enjoyns us at thi 
iealoth 2. f ag $9F; and Whſeriegs £ to : "ard 
theſe -vall be che, proper amprovements of, my 
rended Dilcourle. VPgn. the Argument now bc- 


fore Us. A 2 It 


_ -y 
{ 
TS 


[t is St. Hierom's oblervation in his Preface to his. 


Commentary. upon_this Prophecy, that the name of 
Habakkih is derived from a word that fi gnifies Em- 
bracing, and one/ Notion that he underſtands it in, 
is the Embraces of a Wreſtler, who claſps his 
Arms -abont | the: petſotivhe eoarcnds with :and-in 
this ſence our Prophet has'yery ' empharically'; deſer- 
ved his name, (© for*n this Chapter we have him 
contentiig wwithheTek ad medonifirhunehe great 
God, the Lord of Hoſts, ah$ypon'ndbwer 'a Sub- 
Ject chan his. Holinels, Juſtice, and Goodnels ; ex- 
poſtularing with hich * about the =” Fhing 
and prafiperiey © of "ba@"'N 6 fe) air fer Ne 
affliCtivhs of he Go0g, "3 Js hisp petufirri thetc- 
of were Hef tlr rg h thoſe” 7; 'Glorious At- 
tributes ; "forts that fect he With effes himſelf” to 
him' in che words'F have 'how reag-> 

" Bdt' 1s ic. not a very bold and* daring thing ' tor 
xCreatrre' thus «big Armed MsCreato)'+ : 
for chg thin formed” ro” ditpii te! with tim-'that 
for me r, hy is ſich or ſilt a Lim lo'or/id? 
2" TE ac foned Fay bottts” to — He 
Pioplict 64; by Tayitt, ""ofrie bt" £9 Gt Ref ipeak 
his own {erice, as if-he Fay n ght hatdly; of 'God 
for thoſe his Diſh enſations;” St his? 6wn' pcxion 
re reſents the * fo ad | ms ne ke Min.” 

"Thus much indeed tuft be D_ thar"s It als 


wut for holy: mien m Sctiptame to peak! of others 
f.A 2:5 916k 


LIMI 


UMI 


[3 I 

m'the Firſt Perſon; eſpecially when they blame, of: 
reflett-upon any. Gaale-ind them. ,.. So St. Paul when, 
he had {poker tome. things :11 his own Per{on(in'the. 

hot the 1/t. ito the Corintbians exprefly tells /them,, 
thar:he hadz a frgnre transferr dithd)e things unto hint. 

fertheir. ſakes. -Andinthe 3, = Romans; jth. 
tays' the;-If the'truth of God bath more abounded through 
my: lye. to his: glory,vhy an 1judged ?, which certainly 
StoPaul. never meant of! bunlelt, _ any perlonarea 
ah'yunprous: Obyedctor., | Te of 

Bar-yer,.. that. there: is any neceſlity tor us vic 
Sc. Ktherom to exculer the Prophet : in this place, 24s 
cdor> objecting +of-:hymiclt; | but! only; urging what 
Wacked or!Atheiftical beſdns, might vbjea agaiutt 
ſuch a-feemingly unjuſt diſpenſation, 1s more thank 
canſce' This I: am veryiſureot,that the belt of God's 
{ervants pretend not. to PerteGion, , or to;be with- 
out their Failings,. and.in this particular cale betore 
us; we: have :teveral, inſtances in Scripture; as We 
ſhall ſee by and by, of men of no les chasaRter 
than Habakkyk, who.have made the- {fame gbjeQi- 
on,wath: this -uh +the-Text. ; But whether he.gbjeds 
in;'his own, &r-in' the perſon! of. abother, \;Iawill 
not: contend be that as it,will, the.cale was this.; 
He had in the beginning of the Chapter complainedot | 
the iniquiey; afithe: Tewsglor which. God threatensfrom 
the: tb ver. te; bring} pon! them theChaldawie, thn 


bitter wy baſty. Natiqn, as hecalls them, ;auilthar theg 


a © &= > 


=—__ A 3 hay: 


[4] 
ſhall -rzzch #brough' the breadth :of their land, and 
poſſeſs their . dwellings; .and lead them away, captive. 
And then after he had in the 1 2th. ver. deprecated! 
this ſevere Judgmenr, and begg'd of God nat- to tuftex 
thoſe whom .he had from the beginning choler:;to 


be his peculiar people, to: come to-an utter. oxciſe-! 


on'; He acknowledges that Nebuchadonoſor was rai(: 
ed up by God for a ſcourge to the wicked, 
ftrengthencd' and {upported; by him for:.the 'car- 
rection of his Enemies : But yet expoſtulates with 
him for ſuffering him to ruin, |'and ro grow tat 
with the ſpoils of thole that were not io bad as 
himſelf. As if he had ſaid, True: it s;. O Lord, 
we are a very wickedand ſinful people', but yet 
not fo bad as the Tyrannous Nebxchadozeſor, and 
his Idolatrous Chaldwans. '' How then can'it be con- 
ſiſtent with thy juſtice and hatred co-fin, to per- 
mit the greater ſinners to proſper 1n.their oppretli- 
ons of the-leſs, of thoſe: thav are better than them: 
RP:- ©: 41. 4 Jt lo 7d ulk 1G 51 hr 

Thou art of purer eyes than 'ts behold. evil, aud 
canſt not look on iniquity ; wherefore lookeft thonupon 
them that deal treacherouſly, and boldeft thy tongue 
when the wicked devoureth the man. thas 1s: more 
righteous than he ? | | ut 

Thou art of purtr\ eyes than to bebold: oorl, this 's 
one of thoſe many condeſcenſions' te our inficmi- 
ties, which the holy Spirit is pleaſed to make in 


| Scripture 
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Rpt, when he tpraks: of Godsi and meonny/ no 
mofe,,"than,that:'{in-zs the moſt odipus and detefta- 
ble; rhing to. God. that can be, az offenſive to him 
as, thole. things axe tgt, us, which, we. Cannot beat 
che Ggbt gf. of od 4 
And catſt; nat logk; . on iniquity,” yk ie.) thou 
canſt ; not abett, or approve; of it, tor {o.the phraſes 
fy bohold,.i ito know, look, eu; do frequently fig- 
nike. 1a. the Scriptures, The Lord knoweth the way 
of the 'righteous, ſays Ngvid; (4. e.) he is-pleaſed 
With, -he does approaye|6t- it..;; And the, Lords eyes 
will. behold; vr look; on the: thing that. is 1ſt G4.) 
with Approbation os Complacency. | 
' Wherefore, they looke ft; thou, upon [then that, 'deal 
trzacberonfly. A { be.,). "Why doſt thou favoun::them 
with {uccels, in- their!treachexous emerpriſes 2 | 
And boldeft thy tongue, doſi not interpole, doſt not 
higdes.the wicked from; Devonring,, Opprefiing, En 
laying, Perſecuting, Mandering the-1n that ty wore 
righteous thar he,. who comparatively with reſpeR to- 
the Oppreſlor may, be faid to be RE or at. leaf 
lefs wicked than. he., - - + -di4 1 
-\(Fhe words;thus explained, cotain an expoſtu- 
lation with God, concerning that ſeemingly. ſtrange 
diſpenſation of his Providence in uftering-che wick 
ed ta\ptoſper.and. thrive; and:that- Dy the aftlidtis 
ons and oppreſlions of the Ri _ as if it were: 


a reproach to his Holineſs and Juſtice 


Which 


[6 

"Whith ſince it is themain enpine, by. which'the 
Atheiſt endeavours to batter down'the great DoQrine 
of Providence, © and conſequently to render all Re- 
tigion uſeleſs ; For if*God dves/not concern him- 
ſelf with Afﬀairs below , if he has no knowledge 
6f what ' we do, to what purpoſe ſhould we wor- 
ſhip orſerve: him? Then 1s our Preaching vain, and 
your Faich/:and Works vain aMo; *thenithey ate not 
Fools who count our lives madneſs; : that wear them 
out inthe ſtrift exerciſes. of Watching, and -Faſt- 
iag, Mortification - and Selt-denial; *bue we really 
are-the Fools and Mad men that ekefo mueh- Pains; 
undergoe (ſuch {eycrities, renounce the - ſatisfictions 
vf the world, deny our appetites, eErucifie our fleſh, 
macerateour Bodies} dye datly,\.and all for'the' fake 
and ſervice of a Being that knows "nothing of all 
this, from - whom therefore we (can neither 'ex- 
pe&. reward; for performiny' theſe ſervices,” nor” fettr 
tobe'puniſhed for leaving-them undone) F humbly 
crave roms to confider it very particularly, and 'to 
examine. the whole force of it in- this method, 

I. I ſhall conſider the ground'or octafion of” this 
expoſtulation in the: Text.''dii4 ofi'the Atheiſts Oh- 
zections againſt Providence, (viz. Bad' mens 'floy- 
riſhing and thriving, iand! chavby thei imuriipand 
oppretling of /Gobd!' 'men, awd ergo OW 


are more righteous than they. 


T3 
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II. I ſhall inquire into the ObjeCtions that are 
made againſt God's permiſtton hercot, and the Arheilti- 


cal Conclutions that are-drawn trom it. 


HI. I hall acrempr a vindicationof the Divine Pro- 
vidence, by ſhewing the weaknels of thole Obyections, 
and the unrealonablenels of thole Conclutions. 

Laſtly, 1 ſhall by way of Application ſhew what 


more realonable Interences we ought to make trom this 


Difpenſation, what praftical inſtructions it will aftord 


us tor the government of our Lives. 

I. For the ground or occaſion of this expoſtulation 
1m the Text, and of the Atheiſts objeftions agarift 
Providence, (viz.) Bad mens flourithing and thriving, 
and that by their injuring and oppreſling of good men, 
their devouring thoſe that are more righteous than they. 


And here | intend not to difpute the truth of the Sup- 


Lan but ſhall very readily allow it, and muſt protets 


telf fo far from being turpriſed or wondring atir, 
= I ſhould think it very ftrange # it ſhould be o- 
therwile ; tor good-men cannot oppreſs, or take 1n- 
dire& methods to thrive, they have a God above and 
a Conſcience within, which overawes them, and will 
nor ſuffer rhem-to do it ; nor can they be '{uppoled 
to vic fuch means as may cftecually ſecure them from 
the violences and oppreſlions of others ; for the good 
man charitably -meaturing others by hunlelf,and think- 
ing that they wonld as hetle harm him, as he would 
them, or as he had deſerved fromthem, does not ſtand 
on a conitant guard, nor uſe 'preventive' methods to 
keep-off thofe 1njuries that he is'not apprehenſive of ; 
B 


NOT 


( S ] 

nor docs he when he fees them coming ule any iorc 
or violence to repel them which may hurt the angred: 
tor, but chooſes rather to {uffer injury than to do it. But 
now as he lies thus open and deiencele(s, on the other 
hand a bad man has nonc oi thole alfraints of God, or 
Conſcience, or Charity to hinder him tromtalling upon 
the Prey that lies expoled to hun : Tell him of a God 
that will execute Vengeance upon the Oppreſlor, and hc 
cryes out with him in the Pſal. Tuſh,thou God careſt not for 
it. I; Conlcience ſtir or ofter to interpole, he rebukes 
it1a the words oi the Devils to our Saviour, Art thou 
come to torment me before thetime ? And tor C harity or 
doing by othersas he would be done by, 'tisa thing that 
he has no notion of, he is for doing by others, not 
as he withes or deſices, but as he believes others would 
doby him. And being very wicked humleli,he judges; all. 
others to be like himlelf and therefore w "A 1nJu- 
{tice or villany he inthads or is guilty. of towards his 
Neizhbour, 'tis no more he apprehends than whar, 
were his and his Neighbours circumſtances changed, his 
Neighbour would do to him. And whether he believe 
io or not, his will hath no bounds but his power. 

So that conſidering the natural bent and inclinations 
oi bad men, that they are the @Gwipr axitir 11 the Apo: 
file phraſe, thoſe that will be rich, relolved upon thri- 
ving and gaining in this world as their great end, and 
chiet good : | and with all that they have none of 
cthole reſtraints, that good men arc under, to. check 
their inclinations, or to hinder them from proſecuting 


chemzand adding to this that the detencelcls eſtate .of the 
Humble 
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Humble, Meek, Patient, Charitable man does invite and 
encourage chem to fix upon lim as their Prey,it is nor iy 
be wondredat, that thoſe that deal tr eacheroujly proſfer, 

or that the wicked devoureth the man that is more righte- 
ous than he. And yet this is the ground of this expo- 
ſtulation wich God in the Text, why does he lulter it? 
why docs he Jook on and hold. his rongue ? And what 
thote ObjeEions are which Wicked and Athetiliical 
perſons make againſt his permiſiion hcreot, we under- 
rook in the Second place to enquire. 

[[. And there is not among all the various dilpenla- 
tions of God to the Sons ofmen, any that bad men have 
taken. occalion more violently to object againſt than 
this : For albeit the natural tendency,of things, the un- 
puarded condition of the Good; the unreſtrained Pro- 
penſions of the Bad, make it very probable that things 
would be thus, were they leit to themlelves. Yet how 
COmes 1t to.,pals that God does; not interpole, that he 
does not hinder the one, ' and defend the other ? This 
has been a ſtumbling-block not only to i] men, but-to 
{ome of God's choiceſt Servants, we find them often 
ltagger'd at it, and.not knowing what to conclude from 
it. Holy Job who is tranlinitted to us as in other re- 
lpects, 4 ,vEry great Pattern of Patience,, when he. ſaw: 
the projperity vi the Wigked, could not contain him- 
(cli, but; cries 'out in his 21. Chap. ver. 4; As for 
me; 3s my complaint to man 5, and if it were, why ſhould. 
not;.my {pjrit, be troubled. # whyrefare do the, wickgd live, 
hecomg old, N84, are, mighty ;# poxer, $0. (Jeremy. lilcr 
wile ſeems to beat a, very, great loſs how to reconcile 
THES" B 2 this 


& i # £» 


[ 10 
this with God's Juſtice, m his 1 2. Chap. verſ. 1. Righte- 
ous art thou, O Lord, when 1 plead with thee ; yet let 
tre talk with thee of thy Judgments, or let me expo- 
itulate, or reaſon the cale with thee, Wherefore doth 
the way of the wicked proſper © mherefore are all they 
happy that deal wery treacherouſly * But above all it was 
the foreſt Temptation to the Author of the 73. Pſalm, 


he confefles that his feet were almoſt gone, h1s treadftgs 


had well nigh flipt ; and why * he was grieved at the 


wicked, he ſaw the ungodly in ſuch proſperity. Thismakes . 


him cry out i the 13. wer. Verily 1 have cleanſed my 
heart in vain, and waſhed my hands in innocency. Nay 
it had almoſt prevailed with him to make the {amecon- 
ſtruction of it that thole wicked ones did, whom he 


mentions 1a the 1 1th ver. who inferr 'd from it that God. 


does not know, there 1s no knowledge in the moft High. 
And at this time, this 15 the great Argument which the 
Athcift ules to baniſh-the beliet of a God and his Pro- 
vidence out -of the world ; For thus he argues trom 
che wicked's opprefling and afflicing the pious Servants 
or God, and proſpering andthrivmgby i : Either God 
docs notice, hasno -knowledgeof theſe things, or 13 he 
does fee and has knowledge of them, he either would 
hinder them but-cannot, - or can hiader them but will 
not ; it God would hinder them bur cannot, then ts 
he not omnipotent ; if he can but -will not, then 1s he 


nor. juſt and good: fo that either his Power or his Ju-' 


® K | Ws: Wn na” + 
rice and Goodnels muſt be given up, or-elle thoſe At: 


ribures mult be {alved by rke' Imperte&ion ' of his' 


knowledge; * and to - he pretends it a Kinder - as 
£ well 
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well as morereaſonable thing to lay that God daediior 
regard, is not at leiſure to take Cognifance of affairs 
below, rather than that he wants cxther the power,” or 
juſtice ahd goodnels to hinder ſuch irregalanties: and 
thus the ktior is cut inſtead of being untted, and the 
Atheiſt ſeems 16 tender of {ome' of God's Attribates' ns 
to take thoſe meaſures to fecure/them which would 
effeQually prove ham not to be God, which 1s what he de- 
ſires to'prove ; for the trueNotion of a Gods a Beirlp 
infinite 10'all perte&ions,' and: that (Being that wants 
any isnot God; and'therefore he that''ts defeAive in 
knowledge can no more be God, than he'that'is notin» 
finite in Power, Juſtice, or Goodnels. This theſe iſ 
paters of the world, who through wiſdom, 'as the Apoſhit 
tpeaks, hrow not God; by theirtoolith reaſoningswou! 
diſpute him out of Being. + I HWY 
./4IL-Bat-to vindicare thee Divide 'Proyidehce Hom 
theſe unreaſonable cavils, and rv expdle'the' weaknels 
of thoſe objetions whith are made againft this: proce- 
dure: ( which. wasthe'third thing profiled"), Hinve no 
more to do than to ſhew that it may be very contifte 
withthe Juſtice and! Goodnels of Gol! to permit thele 
things ; for the Obje&ion' is built upon- the contrary 
fuppoſitioh, and the Athvift would thevefote” prove that 
if-thenebe a God, / cichevphe-does not know: or 'cantrot 
hinder theſe things ; becamſe ie '1-inconliftent with” his 
Juſtice and\Goodnels to'(uffer them). #he 'kndwsand 
cat prevent them !Bue now 46God: & very Bf and 
good, notwithſtanding he does ſuffer and <#n prevent 
them, then 1s his permiſſion thereof no argument ei- 
ther .ot his want of Knowledge or Power. L. 


UMI 
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1.ay then God does ſee, has knowledge of thefe 
things, . nay -he /,notionly ſses, but orders or ſuffers 
them 3, tor. nothing: talls-ous. bur by- his appointment, 
or permiflion : all the occurrences in the world are the 
reſults not,of Chance, but: of his- wile Counlel , the 
cff:&ts.of. that Providence that extends -1t 4elt, to the 
moſt., minute Creature not 4 Sparrow. falls, to the ground 
without him, even the bairs of our bead are all numbred. 
And. he. can ;,prevent and; hinder .thele ; things it: he 
pleaſes, - his power extends to cyery ching that isthe ob- 
ze&.of any power, toevery thingthat doesnot imply a 
contradjiQion. FI 

.\ But. though God. does ſte nl oder vr-permit, and 
can. prevent hels things-if. he ,pleales,. yer 15 his - per; 
miſſion of them.not at all inconſiſtent with his infinite 
Tuſticeand Goodneſs. 
. -For.the : proot gf; which: 1 Wl endeavour 'to make 
good thele three things: l, 

.. That it. 1s not-inconſiftent; wich God's Juſtice and 


"ds ry to. lulies 1g00d- heh: tobe alllidtsd 1nthis 
World... SY <0 V1 20 35; TIDE 


Ps bY & 


2. Fhat it is riot awonfſitne with God S Juſtice aind 
Goodneſs to ſultcr bad mento be proſperoushere. 
3-.Thatir is potitonſiſtent with God's Juſtice and 


Copdnels to-luffer, bad, ahenito be: thee inſtruments by 
which good men areiafflicied.;. 


Fn It 3 15 not {1gconfilitbnt mithGotſs: Juktiteand Good: 


ncls.to; ulfergpodaten>abeafiifiedin in __ w—_—_ for 
thele reaſonss,:.. _— ; TT 


; Ts 26 $1923 fn. 
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t- Becauſe aftliftions in this world: are not always 
puniſhments, but many times excellent means-whereby, 
God deiigns a.great deal of 'good and benefit to:rhoie 
chat are exerciſed with them : by which he weans 
them from the world, redyces them when theyarego- 
10g aſtray, tryes, proves their Faith, Patience; Submaſ- 
fon, Reſignation to, and dependence upon himſelf ;by 
which he advances andincreaſes their Graces, railesand 
heightens; their deſires, and longings after chat perfect 
ſtate of unmaxt happineſs, where.no afthGions can eny 
ter: and then when afflictions produce ſuch blefſedeffeRs, 
when they yield luch, peaceable fruits. of righteoujneſ, 
certainly God is neither unjuſt.hon uokand-//in / 
ing-his beſt Servants to: be cxexcited:;with theme. Bir, 

2. Suppoſing affliions:to be puniſhments, ;yct; lev 
the beſt man that ever 'labour'd under 'the 1levercl 00 
them, but look intohimlelt, and he will find abundant 
cauls to acquit the. Juſtice. and Goodnels of God: for- 
there-is none, righteous that - ſins not; the juſt man. falls 
jeven times. a day, the very, beſt of; meer men have ma; 
ny failings, are guilty of. many fins ; which,. it God 
ſhould deal rigorouſly; with them, would pke them 
juſtly liable to eternal damnation.') Is Gog theg unjuſt 
10 puniſhing thoſe thatoffend, | and:deſerve puniſhment ; 
1n puniſhing thoſe with cemporal calamities that 'de+ 
ſerve eternal ?. Nay, i he not. very; gged. and merciful 
in. chaſtiſing them here,for their {ias;,and,not reſerving 
them for the dreadful Aacount. of the other world 2, $o 
that: conſidering the nature of afflikions,, that.they, are 
not __ puniſhments, .and. hg deperice of f the es Fav 
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:of men,” that though they were puniſhments, yet they 
deſerve much worle, 1t-ca.cbe no impeachment of God's 
Fuftice and Goodnels that he- permits -good- men to be 
atflited in rh1s world ; cſ{pecially fince, 
3- He has appointed a day wherein he 'will abun- {| 
.dantly recompence all the troubles 'and forrows and 
ſufferings of the pious'men with joys unſpeakable and 
full of glory, when all the preflures and myuries he la- 
' boured under here,thall add werghtand luſtre tothat ne- 
ver-fadingCrown which reſerved for him in theHeavens. 
2.As it i$not mconfiſtent with God's juſtice and good- 
nels to ſuffer good men to be afflicted, 1o neither is it ®. 
to ſaffer bad men to be proſperons here. For, 
1. As afflictionsare-not always puniſhments, lo prof- 
perity is not always 4 bleffing; to-let aftaner commit 
his vilhanies with unpuniy, and to bea garner by them 
's, it may be, one of the {evereſt mflictions that God 
hys upon men in this world; there is not a more 
dreadful {entence that God paſſes npon any wretch mn 
this life, than that or ſuch hke as he pronounced 
againft Ephrain, Ephraine is/joyned to Idols, let hin a- 
lene, let him take his courſe, enjoy his beloved Fdoks, 
ge on merrily it his fins,he thall have no check, or hin- 
doranee from me. The ſteps toGod's hardning of Phe- 
revb, as the Scriprure terms it, were the taking off his 
Judgments from him and his Land; whileſt they were 
upon him, he promiſes in ebedrence to the mellage whneh 
Moſes: brought him: from the Lord, to ict the people 
go; the fire of afffion; while he was mit, had foft- 
ned and temper'd him- inro'a complrance with the Di- 


vine Commands : but when he ſaw there was reſpite, 
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the Rod taken off, the Judgments removed, he would not 
ler the people go ; when onceout of the fife preſently he 
returned to his former hardnels : If then tlic impunizy 
and proſperity of the wicked be their hardiing and 
Judgment, it 1scertainly not unjuſt with God to luffer it. 
2. Suppoling their proſperity to be a bleiling to them, 
et as there 1s no good man but has a great Allay of 
evil mixt with his goodneſs, 1o there 15 hardly any man 
{o bad but has ſomething of good in him, at leaſt lome 
natural or moral good, tome good quality, by which 
he is uſeful and ſerviceable to the World : Now for 
God to reward the natural or moral goodnels of other- 
wile very bad men, with outward temporal bleſlings, 
{eems very agreeable tothat rule by wich he governs 
himſelf in the diſtributions of recompences, (wiz.) to 
rewardevery one according to his works ; andis fo far 
from being a rcaſonable objeRion againſt his Juſtice or 
Goodnels, that no doubt the Atheiſt would more vio- 
lently, and lam fure, more plauſibly object againſt both, 
if God ſhould ſuffer that, whether natural or moral 
goudnels, to be altogether unrewarded: Belides, bad 
men are many times inſtruments in the hands of 
God for the' execution of his purpoles, and bringing 
about of his deſigns, and their ſerving the ends of Pro- 
vidence ( though undefignedly and unwittingly ) God 
looks- upon hinſelf inſome lort obliged to reward with 
outward recompences;it was the caſe of Nebuchadnetar, 
of whom (though for his own private ends he had made 
War againſt Thras, yet becaule he did thereby inftru- 
mentally 'ferve to work God's purpoles a = Tyrms 
t00) God ſays hewill give himthe land of t iy oh 
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labour ,wherewith be ſerved againſt Tyrus, for be wrought 
for me, (aith the Lord of Hoſts. 

But 3dl. Although wicked men ſhould have none of 
this natural or moral goodnels, nor any uſeful] quality to 
mankind, nor be any ways ſerviccable to the ends of 
Providence, but were-purely bad without the leaſt Allay 
or mixture of 500dneſ(s, yet certainly 1t cannot argue 
want either of Taſtice © or Goodneſs in God to trye al] 
means to reduce theſe wicked men and make them bet- 
ter. If God ſhould puniſh villany as ſoon as it 15com- - 
mitted, cut the ſinner off in the actual commillion of 
his iniquity, give him no {pace to repent, nor ule any 
methods to bring him to it, the Atheiſt wouldthink 
this much more cruel and unjuſt. But for God to tr 
whethera ſianer will be reformed or not, before he cx- 
ecutes judgments upon him, to afford him time and 
opportunities for repentance, to ſhew- ſome outward 
kindnels, beſtow ſome temporal good things upon 
him, to try if happily his mercy. will lead him to 
make ule ot thoſe opportunities, as it is a clear demon- 
ſtracion of the goodneſs of God, fo is it no argument 
againſt his Juſtice ; Becauleif theſe methods fail of their 
deligned ends, and thefinner continues proof againſt 
them, and unreformed by them, there 1s-1n the 

Place a day of retributien coming, the day of the 
revlation of the righteous juagment of God, when' im- 
piety and villany, however it has elcapedaud proſper'd 
here,ſhall be jure to mect with its:-due returns ; when 
God's Jong abriſed Patience ſhall appeal to his Juftice, 
and his Goodnels-that could not Jead the ſinner to, re- 
pentance, ſhall aggravate his guilt and heighten his con- 
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So that it is no impeachment of God's Goodneſs or 
Juſtice that he ſuffers very bad men to be proſperons 
here , becaule proiperity is not always a blcſling to 
chem, or 1t it were, yet poflibly there may be ſome- 
ching oi good in them which God may chink fit to rc- 
ward with outward favours, or it they have no good- 
nels in them, his bleſlings to chan arc but the attempts 
of his mercy to work ſome in them; and if they prove 
un{uccelsiu], his juſtice ſhall be ſure to be glorihed 2t 
the laſt in hate Eternal deſtruRion. 

3. Itisnot inconſiſtent with God's Juſtice and Good- 
ncls to ſuffer bad men to be the inſtcuments whereb 
cood men are afflicted ; This ſeems to bethe great Ob- 


zectionin the Text,}# by boldeſt thou thy tongue while ihe 


wicked devonreth the man that is more righteous than 


he? Although a good man may delerve afflicions, yer 


certainly he does not deſerve lo bad as thatperſecuting 
Tyrant, or that cruel Oppreſtor ; Why then does that 
wrerch, {uccecd in bis opprefling and myuring of. him 
that 1s not {o bad as himlelf ? 

But here I hope it will be no difficult matter to clear 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God. 

' For 1t as 1 have already proved, God may with- 
out the leaſt impeachment of thoſe Attributes lay af- 
fictions upon the belt of men, and they have no reaſon 
to complain of cither tor his atflicting them, I cannot 
ſee why he ſhould be cenſured for the means he makes 
uſe of for the execuring thole atflictions ; nor why he 
ſhould be thought more : hardly of for uſing men for that 
purpoſe, than for employing any | bryze inſtrument: It 
by my {ins I have toricited his proteGion, -and my title 

vr to 
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ro my Goods, Eſtatc, or Life, I am no more unjuſtly 
dealt with if he ſuffers a Thiet or Plunderer to rob me 
or pillage iny goods, than if he had fſuftereda Fire to 
conſume them ; it he ſuffers a powertul Oppretior, per- 
jured Evidences, or acorrupt Judge, to take, {wear, or 
ove away my Eſtate, than it he had ſuffered a ſtorm. 
at Sea, or any accident at Land to ruine me; it heſut- 
tersa perſecuting Tyrant, a profligate Debauchee,or ſub- 
orn'd witnefles to murder me, than if he had ſuffered 
any ordinary diſcaſe to have been. my death ; for both-. 
;he one and the other are but inſtruments 1n the hands 
oj God for the execution of his Judgments ; and if 1 
have delerved thole Judgments trom him,by what means 
ſoever heexecutes them upon me,l camhot cal] him unjuſt. 

Yet it {cems hard that thoſe who have much more 
delerved to {uffer,thould fare better than thoſe who have 
iels delerved ir, and ſhqu'd proſper and triumph in 
their ruin, | 

Bur it (as I ſhewed before ) this proſperity of the 
wicked is but their Hardnirig, their Judgment, whereas 
all the aiflitions they are permitred to exercile good 
mcn with are but tor the purging out of their corrup- 
tions, the tryals or improvements of their Graces, and 
advances of thetr Happmeſs, if thisbe only the wicked's 
receiving their good things here, of which they muft 
expect no portion hereafter, and the righteous receiving 
their evil things in this world, thatſo they may elcape 
the ſeverer. retributions of that which 1s to come, then 
the wicked oppreflors do not in-the ifſue fare fo well 
as then the atflifted righteous. 

Beſides; who elſe can be the executioners of theſe 
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Judgments but the wicked? Can good men opprels,fteal, 
perſecute, kill? or would they continue good it they 
ſhould? None other are capable ot being thele inſtruments 
but bad men, - who can be, contented tothrive and gain 
by any methods, how baſe or wicked ſoever;and who take 
great delight in any inftances whereby they may expreſs 
the enmity that has ſo long bcen between the leed. of 
the Serpentand the Seed of the Woman, and of wreak- 


ing that ſpleen and malice which they the children of - 


the Devil will eyer bear to thoſe that are born of God. 
In ſhort; 'if there be any injuſtice or unkindnefs in 
God's makinguſeot ſuch inftruments for the execution 


of his Judgments, it muſt be either with reſpe tothe. 


perſons that ſuffer,or tothe inſtruments themlelves;It can- 
not be withr retpet tothoſe that-ſuffer, who having cor- 


ruptions enoughto need affti&ionstor Dilcipline,and fins 


enough to provoke God's'Judgments, he1s neither un- 


juſt, nor unkind in making ufe of the moſt capable 


and apt, whether brute or rational Inſtruments, tor the 
laying thole atflictions uponthem, which they ſtand fo 
much in need of, or ſo juſtly deferve : Nor with rela- 
tion tothoſe wicked inſtruments ; for taking God's per- 
miſſion of their villanies'and ſuffering rhem to proſper 
and thrive by thenr inthe {evereſt lence, yet, if God 
has tryed, and they have been prootagainit his former 
methods for their reformation, - whar injuſtice is there 
m-his giving over to try thetnany'turther ? Is God ob- 
liged to ute violence tomake men'pood; and ro force 
ehem to be happy againſt their wills? "Tis enough that- 
he hasplaced Heaven and Hell before them, giventhem 


«their option of Lite'and Death; that' he has” waited 
long . 


a 
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long to ſee which they will choole, that he has uſcd 
various methods to incline them to make a wile choice, 
and to reclaim them irom thole wicked courles which 
they are engaged in, and which lead to eternal death ; 
it all chis will not do, and they will ncither be led to 
repentance by his goodneſs, nor driven by his judge- 
ments, who can call God unjuſt or unmercitul ,in 
ſuffering them at laſt to take their courle, and to. run 
into that deſtruction which they would not be per- 
fuadedto avoid? | 

| And thus I hope I have ſufficiently [proved that it 
may be very conſiſtent with God's Juſtice and Goodneſs 
to ſuffer good men to be afflicted, bad men to be,prol- 
_perous in this world; and likewile bad men to be the 
inſtruments by which good men are afflied : And if 
God may be very yuſtand good in permitting theſe things, 
then may he notwithſtanding that his permiſlion,be ve- 

knowing and powerful too ; for his not hindring a 
thing, which he 1s juſt and good in permitting, can 
be no argument of his want either of nar > 4 of 
that thing, or of power to prevent it. 

Having now vindicated the Divine Providence from 
thoſe Objections which the Atheiſt raiſes againſt it,and 
{een the unrealonablenels, ofithoſe Concluſions which 
he draws from bad mens ſucceeding in their oppreflions, 
and thrivipg with, the ſpoils. . of thole .that are better 
than themſelves; I;proceed, jun. the laſt place to thew 
what more reaſonable as well, as uſeſul Inferences we 
ought tomake from hence, ,and what practical: Inſtru- 
Ctions this conſideration will afford us for the govern- 
,ment of our hyes;. And it will be af very, great uſeto 
us 
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us in theie following particulars, which I hinted inthe 
beginning. ; oh | 

1. Since God luffers bad men to proſper, and good 
men tobe aiflided in this world, this gives us an irre- 
tragable alſurance of a future Jadgment-and State ; be- 
caule,. vtherwile, there wall not be awgopportunity to 
manifeſt that univerlal and unpartial \, Juſtice which is 
eſſential tothe Notion of a God, and which he cor- 
ſtantly aſſerts he will goyern himſeli by: in his diſtr.- 
butions 'of Rewards and Puniſhments tothe Sons of men, 
whom he aflures he will recompence according to their 
works: For however God, may very righteouſly, tor - 
the manifeſtation of his goodnels, and to conyihce men: 
that not the leaſt good in any ſhall fail of itsreward, re- 
compence that little goodneſs, or ſeryiceablegels that isin 
bad men with ſome outward profpexity hete, fancethere 
is a Hell prepared. far them, wherein they,ſhall ſufter the 
juſt puniſhment of the: general unpicty of their lives ; 
and tor the maniteſtatipn)of, his, Juſtice,;.and hatred to 
fin, puniſh-the faults and failings gf ithe beſt men wich 
temporal, atflictions, ſince a glorious, jxeward of all their 
piety and goodnels 1s reſerved, for them-/in the other 
world; yet, if there xyere-no;luch,zewards or  puniſh- 
mentsto be diſtributed hereafter,theledifpeniationshere 
would hardly {cem juſt, As luzp, theretore as there is 
4: God that judgeth in the eartÞ, avg, bis 'Zadge of all the 
world will do right, fo (ure, fromthe, mileries of the 
good and happineſs of the wicked here, we may. con- 
clude that there will be a day whereinthe:Scezethall be 
clanged, a Judgment , that ſhall; {et all theſe! gaings 
right and ſtraight, ſhall aſſign. to the wicked for [their 
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portion an "\eternity of tribulation and anguiſh and 
pain; but to the afflicted rig hteous, olory and honour 
_ eternal lite. 

. Since God permits very good men tobe afflicted, 
= very bad men to flourith here, ' this ſhould ecach 
us that:Leflon of-St. Fobn, wot to lowe this world,ndr the 
things of the world , tor '1t muſt neceſflarily abate our 
love and value for the workd,te confider that 1t 1s a place 
where the greateſt 'innocency and: vertue cannot ſ{eeure 
a man-from {ufferings, *but - poſſibly expoſe him the 
more to them, where a good man cannot be fate, 
but lies opento the oppreſiions of tyranny and villany, 
where bad men proſper and dewour thoſe 'that are more 
righteous than they , undoubtedly-to a good man this 
cannot ſeem a defirable' place : And-then for the things 
of the world, by which I meanthe 'enjoyments of it; 
the Power, the Honours, the Riches, the Pleaſures, from 
hence we may make a Ong eſtimite of themtoo; for 
certainly. we muſt allow that God does beſt underſtand 
the value of things,but it is very plain from hence that in 
his eſteem theſe-things are not-very valueable ; for if 
they' were, | he would never {uffer his favowites whom 
he-loves to be- withour them, and ts enemies * whom 
he hates to ezoy them ; ' which fince he does, it is clear 
that in his judgment they are of no great worth; | and 
thereiore ſhould be ofno great acconnt'witlr . us; b-- "cauſe 
we are lure that'the' Jadaitnt of God 1s according to 
rruth. SLE 

Blaics God luffers good men to be atflicted and 
wicked men to -enyoy ' proſperity in this. world, | this 
ihouldexcite and inflame our defires and! longings alter 
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the other world, not: only becauſe 1 in getleral thuit \w il 
be a: place where the- Scene ſhall be hired.” W here the 
avicked ſhall be made milerable; andthe 'covd mainh: af 
py. A confideration which does mightily" Enhance the 
glortousrewards that attend men inthe other v 1d; 
and therefore may juſtly rare our expefarions of Yn ; 
tor from the afflictions' which-good men labour urider 
here, they may welceficlude, That God who fees and 
knows them.,-.and cannot forger thetr labouts 6 Mui 
will nor ler the ſufferings 'they tthdergo for his lake,to 
lole their reward; and indeed they-have his pr omile to 
tclie upon, that- he will noti/fer he furs ther by *his 
holy Apoſtle, thar their light ufflictions: thetare but for a mo- 
went ſball work for them, not only glory, bur, z far yiore 
exceeding and eternal-weight of gtory.-* And. as the fu ot 
ings of good men ſo the profperity 6f bad men” er 
may juſtly heighten our appreheniſions of 'thole | otic 
that are Jaid up for good men hereafrer, For'it'is vety 
natural; to argue, It :God'be {> gracious to 1d men, to 
bountiful to thoſe that are Baſtards and not Sorts, as'to 
indulge them a liberal ſhare of proſperity andthe good 
things of thislite; then infintte]y- great: ftirely are thoſe 
rewards, and inconceiveably lorions' is thzt mheritance 
which is reſerved in Heaven tot thoſe good mien that arc 
= true-Sons by Regeneration 'and Adoption. | 

Whar 1 have diſcourked':ſk&irld reach us neither” 
to thank hardly of God,norroenvy witked nten which he' 
permits them to perlecute his Charch, ' and to citmph 
in the mifcriesand ruin of- his beſt Servants: TheP/alnift, 
when he had recovered hitnſelt, owtt#himfeFf tb havebcc 
Fooliſh, and Jgnorant,' and-a Beaft; 'for gfieving ar BY 
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flourihing Eſtate or the ungodly ,andfbr entertuining 
hard ang. unworthy. thoughts qi God! uppai thatacgount; 
he fonnd pon his going into the SanGuary: that the» 
pro'perity-of thele; men; was, but chew: bewng mounted. 
higher upgn. ſlippery, places, ,that tHeynughrthe more 
lurely and wrecoverably fall , -and;thatrtheir,end was 


to be rooted out at the Jaſt,;,; whereas, Whatever © perie-- 


cutiuns good.men)luffer, the 'snd off ;the;; upright man 
would be Peace; ang, thergtpre: he dcknowiedges thar 
in all theſe ſeemjnglygunacconntableDilpenſations, truly 
God is lying untorljragk.\, 11 1 
mw am, lure we, of. this Church and Nation have found 
him to be1o....and haye.xgglen.to lajiwith oneot. the 
famous. Sexe Brethren in the Maccabees, - that thourh 
the living God.has. been, qugry with.ats for a while," for our 
| chaſtening. and  caxrecfion;yet at laſt hebqs beet at one again 
with his fervants +, Though he: has ſhak'd his Rod: over 
us, threatged to.remoye our; Candleſtick, and to per- 
mit our, Adverlayies, 20 lay walk put Son';. yer he has 
pur hqols into their Noſtrils, - and: ſort his: Angels t6 
2liver us out of the, bands. of our enemies, and from the 
exp:Clation af, all the people that batens.. Andthoughhe 
has not yet lo wondertully appeard: tor the: relcue of 
ſome of .our :reformed Brethren ;' whether it be' that 
they are ngt, yet meet for. tuch. a Dejiverance, © or theie 
enenzes not ripe tor Neſtrucion z}, that:thele. have -not 
yet filled up,, the mealures of their, fins; norrhe other” 
lain long enough under the ſcourge for their corre&ion. 
and reformation, or.tpy whatever othetgealon it plealcy: 
him ſtill c@ fluffer, chew perſequtiig) enemics-to -vyran- 
nize over them: ., yet et usþ4ye-a care of charging God' 
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fooliſhly for the heavy (affecings 'of our 'Brethret, 'or 
of enyying the--long! fucceſs of their Perſecutors,” for 
God is juſt in.all bis dealings, and(boly an4 good in all Li; 
wazs, ite daes. wot affiift willingly npr grieve the' chiltfreh 
of men, | but when the has great-teafor' for *ir; ard cx- 
cellent ends ro ferve by iz. ' Aftdhowever' the'profpe- 
rity. of their. periecutors may 160k to/utthinking mer, 
yer toenvy ity/is indeed ro envy*thetti their Judgment 
and Reprobation; and to {uffer the'ttmoſt milſery,the 
moſt exquiſite torments chat the wit 'or malice of'a 'MY- 
ſronary:caqinvent;or the fury: of! Dra6pots exetits}' is ten 
thowlane times rather!to!'be cholett'thin'to' jo? all 
the proſperity 'and ſfuceals, all the pomp'and 'power in 
the world; and at the {ame time 'ro labour uhder : Mie 
guilt of fo many facredPtomiſesandOathsbroken,ſo m4- 
ny {olemn Leagues andi/Freatices violated; arid under 
the' Tears and Crieswiofto' wail; thrfetable Orphans and 
Widows, the unjuſt hvafi6yis/ and Defblicidhs of fo 
many Countriesand! Gitids'theBloodof fo many thor- 
lands, the Rapes upotvio many Souktiswellas Bodies, 
38 the Greateſt Tyragtof this'6rAhy Agt has to'an{iver 
hor, But TS 21.3 Dt 111k 275. i faces gs 5g. 

- 5.: And Laſtly; froqwhence welcarti/alfo that all theſe 
[-have now.menviotd}andi(f p6ible: preater mmpicties 
and: trenchevies 1monf Ad Vverlatices, wilt give tis no'ſecu- 
rity againſt them;riitwe by ow ſſhs! proveke God ro' give 
usoveranto thork. Polk blyſbihe'6t '6ver ſanginne Com: 
plexions:and hop, yo RAattir themle]ves with tittat 
afſurances of ſgtery: andinvels' theerly: from the,conft- 
Geration of: che:withedveſoaf thole Enemies we at&ne- 
ceſjarily' ernigagedririnhy) whit tif be acknowledged 
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are {uch, tlat if, cyer the: wickedneſs'of 'enemiesalone | 
werea ſufficient ground to railc a hope of ſucceſs againſt 
them, we might reaſonably conceive'iuch hopes. But 
what I have been largely. infiſting'on may- be ſufficient 
to arm.us againſt ſo tatal- a dehuſtoh :-For God, I have 
obſerved, does and may/make uſe of what Infiruments 
he pleales, the vileſt, and worſt of men for. the execu- 
tion of his Judgments:.and therefore. if we by our pro- 
vocations. have, deſerved {6 {cverea one; as that our glo- 
ry ſhould be given yp into ow enemies;/hands,; we can- 
not from their. impiety\ promiſe our {elves/impuniry; 

We muſt. not then/take our mealures frons them, but , 
turn our eyes inwards,and lec how things ſtandat home ; 
| But, Blefied God |, whata black and affrighting Scene 
hall WC here behold: ? Should, Finfift upon! the preatey 
[1 179 and, knowledg, of our dury-that bas. beer aftorg- 
ks Us, , og Grifaer obligatzons:to! ut, that our holy Rez 
lipion Jays,upon ws; ;the purer: way of worſhip that we 
have becn. ble(s'd wigh, ' and, althe various endearing 
merhods, that God. bas uid torctorm and: puriſie us to 
h welt pecuhiar feople:nealons, of. good works; and there 
inquire how we have anſwered theſe obligations, what 
cies thele, merhogs.thaye had. upon us\. «Whether we 
haye ben, 25auch pures4harnyeur neighbours mouslives; 
as 'mpch, mais x&amed,jn QUriganners,; as Our Ghurcty 
and lcligion, arc more, ppre-and reformed;rhan' theirs , 
as anach, herzer 1n.6V£5), 4pect: that they; cas we have 
had realgn, and;gpporeunity 0 bers ſhould L:enumerare 
the partcular Icang2lgys vices(that, are publickly. com- 
mitt! o5f and. glozicd 3, ywiahctherthbſci otour own growth, 
or. : mots WE. havgi tatch'd;avtsr taperher: with-xhoir' fa- 
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ſhions from foreign Nations, and 'inboth outdone bur 
Patterns:ihould I reflect upoa the unthinking life of ma- 
ny, who are as-without God itt the world, for Je is not in 
all their thoughts ; who divide theit time between ſlcep 
and pleature,and as they nevercall themſelves to account, 
ſo they as little conſider that God will : Or upon, the 
more daring provocations of others, who count it thic 
greateſt ſcandal and reproach to be chought Serious and - 
Vertuous, / and are afraid of nothing ſo-much as the 
ynputation of Sobriety and Religron ; 'who ſhew theit 
Wit,as they vainly think; it ridiculing every thing that 1s 
Sacred,and theic Courage in defying God, rhicir Conlcis. 
ences and the eternal flames that are preparcd for them, . 
whether they belicve it or not.' Should Iundertake che | 
melancholick and angratefut'imployment, 'of-ri ping 
up thelc, ob}xying open thar' general diſſolution « off an; 
ners that 18t00 viſible amotig us to be diſfembled,it "would 

eaſily convince us-that we have little reaſon to value. 
our {elves above our Neighbours, or ro think our She 
more: righteous than they :*"Biit were we 1p,.. and, were 
they much worferrhairwe ate, a5bad"almoſt as the De: - 
vil himſelf, and as odiousin thoſe pure eyes that ta rrof 
look #011 iniquityy\ YetUas it is'no new thing for 5, 
rexit to. correct his\Ghild: with that rof which he aſter? 
wards thtows into-the&-fire+; ſo neither 15 it ſtrange” or 
unjuſt with God to. make thoſe the inſtruments and EX- 
ecutionexs of his Wrath ahd Vengeance here; 'hom 
deſigns * or. the cverhaſking Objects: of! *rhem' her eafter: 
and therefore. whilſt nm own fins reſtific and * hit 
againſkms,; [tis:to! no-purpole to wy that the"; greater & 
taules of -our; Enemies. hiould dw: Fackenice.r ro Fig © 

If. 
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If ever then we would raile. to our {elyes.any -com-+ 
fortable aſſurances or hopes of being faved trom our 
Enemies abroad, we mult firft endeavour to be.fayed 
from our more dangerous, ones, at home; . labouring 
with all our might, in our ſeveral ſtations and capaci- 
ties, to help forward that great deſign of a gene- 
ral Reformation amongſt our lelycs. 

Tis a glorious and God-like Work, -and however 
thole that engage in it muſt expect the greateſt  oppo- 
firion from the. Prince and Men of this world, : yer for 
their encouragement they, , may, aflure . them(elves thar 

' greater is he that will be with them, than al-that can; 
be againſt them ; and though. they muſt wreſtl» botly 
againſt fleſh and. blood, the luſts and corrupt attections 
.of men, and allo azainſt Principelities and Powers, 
agaynſt the Rulers of the daskgeſs of this world,” agttinſt 
foriinet wicked es. in high places,. againſt all che- po- 
licy and forces oh the Deviland his; Joftruments ;. yer 

this ought not. to.dilcourage'them, for they ſhall. have 

.the Strength and Wildom:;of. Hraven' on« their: ſides; 
and. that Go1'who has begun, a, goad;workcby them, will 
(1 truſt) in his due time brings: to perfetion. | | - 

th Bur till this be, done by; us, or {eriouſly;andwy good 

il earneſt endeavoured, while, we hateztobe refarmed, what 

-have we do totake this partion.of God's werd ined our 

-moughs, or to. apply. quriclves to him in the language 
of our Prophet 2 to tell; him; that he in af puree” thor 
than,to behold cxuil, and-caunot lookinipon iniquity? * chile 
we continue gvil,and; ouriniquitics: acemutoplied inhis 
ſight, == it byt,cicherito mgck: him..or tempt him: 
to deſtroy, us:fraft. before his: Face?i: and: while we per- 
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Ht 10. 0ur Wickednels, \and- will be. unrighteous Kill, 
haw.or withixvbat Face can we. what ever Enemiew'we 
ſhould falla prey to, or however barbaroufly we ſhould 
be, uſed by them,. expaſiulate with God, Why holdeſt 
thou thy tongue hex. the wicked devoureth the man "that 
is 'more righteous. than be 2  - | ) 

Nayif ever we expe&t comfort im Contemplar ing, or 
fuccels 1 Pleading before God,. his holinels, juſtice and 
goodnels,we mult fir become holy.and juſt and good our 
lelyes, we mult break oft our fins by repentance,and «de- - 
vote our {elves intirely te-las ſervice and obedience ; and 
then, thale Attributes of bis will be our ſecurity, under - 
any diſpenſations of this Providence, Thar the iHuc ſhall ' 
be our. good and advantage. 

.L will not. prefume to treſpals farther. than only to 
bjoyn, That rhis is a.very proper and-necetlary work 
for this time, both as it. is that. part ofthe! Year which 
the Church has more particulasly.devoted to Abſtinence 

«nd Mocxtification ; ; and Fam fure all our Faſtings and 
Auſterities that do not help us:to- deny. our finsas well 
as our Meats and Pleafuies, thatdo not tend to reform 
and.make us more. aps. and ready for the work and ſer- 
vice of God, are very vain and to no purpoſe ; and 
alſo as it is the Seaſon wherein we arc going out to Bat- 
te] againſt our Enemies; and if God go not iorth with 
our Hoſts, what faccefs can we expett? and how can-.. 
we imagine that he ſhould come into an Alliance with 
us, till we have broke aug League -with Death and 
agreement with Hell, and.diſtarded our fins, to which 


he is an irreconcileable Enemy? 
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Letrus then turn anay'from all our wickedneſs that we 
bave committed, an"do that which is lawfal and right, de- 
 nying all urgvaline(s and worldly-Infts and living Joberly, 
Tighteouſly, and godly in this preſent world ; ket #s rent 
ear hearts and not our garments, anditurn tothe Lord with 
weeping and faſting and mourning ; let the Priefts,the M:- 
niſters of the Lord, ſanSlifie themſelves, and weep between 
the Porch an1 the Altar, and ay, Spare thy people,O Lord, 
and give not thy heritage to reproach, that the heatheit 
ſould rule over them; wherefore ſhould they fay among the 
people, Where is their God ? Let all Ordersand Degrees 
of men amongusrepent andamend, and-thetrcry mighti- 
ly .unto:God, Lok down, 0 Lard, front Heaven, and be- 
bold from the habitation of thy holine}s and of thy glory ; 
Where 3s thy zeal aud thy flrength,the ſounding of thy bowels 
end thy mercy towards us? Are they reftrained ? -O, onr 
Redeemer, ſuffer not our: Adwerſaries again to tread down 


thy SanGiuary, the people of thy bolinejs have poſſeft it yet 


but a little while: And: then we may hope, that Gol 
will hear and have. mercy; that-thas ſowing in Fers 
we ſhall reap in joy, and that ſuch*a'penitential SWhg 
will be followed with a happy-and'ifuecetsfut Summer. 
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